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Chapter 7. British Culture 149

Rain, Steam and Speed — [loxap, nap u 6bicTpoe ABUXE-
HHe

2. Read the text and say what kind of a painter Turner was.

JOSEPH MALLORD WILLIAM TURNER
(1775—-1851)

Joseph Tumer was the son of a bar-
ber. At the age of fifteen he exhibited
his first picture. Joseph was very fond
of nature and often went alone on trips
through England and Wales carrying
his belongings in a bundle of a stick
and gathering material for his pictures
and drawings.

Joseph Turner was the most imag-
inative artist England has ever pro-
duced.

A magnificent water-colourist,
greatly concerned with light and air,
and investigations into colour, Joseph
Turner was above all a romantic. He was attracted by unusual
and fantastic subjects — craggy cliffs, old abbeys, ruined castles,
thunderstorms, and more than anything else, the sea. An island-
er born and bred, he was the first to reveal to his fellow island-
ers the beauty of the sea.

One of Turner’s earliest paintings The Shipwreck shows his
absorption with the sea, and especially the sea as it affected
ships. Turner sympathised with ships and the men within them.
He loved to depict fishermen or sailors pulling at oars. His Cal-
ais Pier is one of the grandest creations, it is a typical romantic
seascape, with sombre skies almost merging with stormy waves,
a sail in the foreground, and white crests on the waves. All this
expresses the atmosphere that precedes a catastrophe. Those
who look at the picture can smell the spray and hear the din of
the water and the shout of the deafening wind. ,

In Turner’s famous Fighting Temeraire we see the results of
his investigation into light. The clear, pure air, rich colours of
the setting sun, the dead calm of the sea — all project a mood
of serenity. The entire scene seems to be enveloped in the gold-
en light of the setting sun.

Turner’s famous pictures Childe Harold's Pilgrimage,; Grand
Canal in Venice; The Burning of the Houses of Paliament; the
Snow Storm; Rain, Steam and Speed and many others produce
an unforgettable impression.

Joseph Turner painted 500 oils and about 20,000 water co-
lours. And he refused to sell his works. He left them to the na-
tion.

3. Check your comprehension.

1. When was Joseph Turner born? 2. What was his father? 3.
How did Joseph like to spend time when a teenager? 4. What
did he enjoy to paint most of all? 5. What was he at heart? 6.
What was his most famous picture? 7. What can one smell look-
ing at this picture? 8. What did he express in his Fighting Tem-
eraire? 9. How many oils and water colours did he paint? 10.
Whom did he leave all his paintings?
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2. Read the text and say what kind of a painter Thomas
Gainsborough was and how he helped to catch the thief.

THOMAS GAINSBOROUGH (1727-1788)

“Thomas Gainsborough, English painter, onc of the greatest
masters of the English school of portraiture and landscape. was
born at Sudbury, Suffolk, in the
spring of 1727. His father carricd on
the business of a woolen crape-mak-
er. His mother was fond of flower-
painting and encouraged her son in
the use of the pencil.

At ten years old, Thomas had
sketched every fine tree and pictur-
esqug cottage near Sudbury, and at
fourteen, he had filled his task-
books with caricatures of his school-
masters. He was very good at draw-
ing, and sketched the portrait from
memory of a thicf whom he had seen robbing his father’s or-
chard, that the thicf was caught. Thomas was sent to London
to study painting.

Gainsborough was tall, fair and handsome, generous, impul-
sive to the point of capriciousness, easily irritated, a witty talk-
er. He was a most thorough embodiment of the artistic temper-

ament and a rich personality. He was fond of music and the the-
atre hardly less than of painting.

Gainsborough and Reynolds rank side by side as the great-
est portrait-painters of the English school. Among his finest
works are portraits of Lady Ligonier, Mrs. Sheridan and Mrs
Tickell, Mrs Siddons as the Tragic Muse, depicting the first lady
of the British stage, his own portrait. Outstanding among the
pictures for its pleasing light tones and delicate airiness is the

- Portrait of Duchess de Beaufort — the parted lips, flecting glance,

timid gesture of the hand help create a true impression of the
sitter. B

Gainsborough'‘s great love for the English countryside, his
ability to portray it, and his bold technique made him an inno-
vator in this ficld. He was the first English painter to portray his
native countryside and its dwellers so sincerely. On his land-
scapes one can scc a hay wagon or a poor cottage, a group of
ragged children feeding the cattle or collecting brushwood. His
total number of paintings excecded 300, including 200 portraits.

3. Check your comprehension.

1. When and where was Thomas Gainsborough born?
2. What was his father? 3. Who encouraged Thomas to draw-
ing? 4. What did he paint in his childhood? 5. Whose portrait
did hg paint from memory? 6. How did Thomas Gainsborough
look like? 7. What was he fond of besides painting? 8. What kind
of Painter was Gainsborough? 9. What are his most known
paintings? 10. Did he paint only portraits?

s

1. Read the following proper nouns correctly.

Thomas Gainsborough [‘tomos ‘geinzbora] — Tomac [efncopo
Sudbury, Suffolk ['SAdBon, ‘safak] — r. Cand
e ] anbepu B rpadeTse
Portrait of Duchess de Beaufort {'po:tmt av ‘datfiz da ba'f] —
Toprper repuornnu ne Bodop
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An artist
Doctors

A tailor
Microchips
Dictionaries

A businessman
A Xerox
Information

Programmers

. A baker

. A writer

. Cash dispensers
. A babysitter

. A showman

. Mobile phones

Mareee
Wamp«z:% ¢
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are used to make computers.
explain the meanings of words.
makes photocopies.

rules the world.

write computer programmes.
makes and sells bread.
writes stories and novels.
give customers money from
their banks.

looks after little children.
arranges shows.

. contact us with many people.

does business.

m. paints pictures.

n'
0.

makes men’s clothes.
treat peaplie; N





