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20.

peared. The nurse rubbed my back until the pain went
away. John rubbed the dirt off the number plate with his
sleeve. The cat rubbed against my leg.

9. scratch [skreetf] (v): 1) to pull your nails along your skin to stop
1tchmg._ You should try not to scratch insect bites. He kept
scratch-mg at his nose. 2) to cut someone’s skin slightly with
something sharp. The tree’s branches had scratched his hands
(_znd they were bleeding. I scratched my arm on a rose bush.

10. shiver [‘fiva] (v): to make shaking movements usually when you
are cold. To shiver with cold. 7 stood at the bus stop shiver-
ing with cold and wishing that I had worn my fur coat.

11. shrewd [frud] (adj): able to judge people and situations well and
make good decisions. A shrewd old woman, a shrewd politi-
cian. James turned out to be a shrewd businessman and
soon he made a fortune.

12. spin (spun, spun) (v): 1) to turn round and round quickly.
The Earth spins on its axis. She spun round to face him.
2) to form threads from wool, cotton, etc. by pulling it out
and twisting it. 7he old lady showed us how to spin wool.

13. treat [triit] (v): 1) to behave towards someone in a particular way.
To treat sb coldly (politely). She felt she had been unfairly
treated. I have always treated my parents with respect.
2) to use medicine or medical methods to cure an illness (of-
ten passive). She was treated for earache with eardrops.
Patients are often treated with a combination of medication
and exercise. 3) to do or buy sth special for someone or one-
self. Bob treated us all to dinner at an expensive restaurant.

B. Remember how the words were used in the text on p. 109, ex. 15.

Put the new words in their proper forms to complete the text and then think of
how it could end.

It was morning, time to get up. Charles 1. ____ his eyes and opened
them. His brother Tony was lying on the sofa sound asleep. Charles
did not want to 2. __ him. The day before Tony had returned
home late and Charles had no chance to speak to him. After
3. ____ a minute Charles slipped out of the bed noiselessly and went
to the kitchen. He put the kettle on and got out bread, butter, che;se
and sausage to make sandwiches. Slicing the food on the chopping

4, he heard footsteps and 5. ____ round w see Tony. “Jgst in
time,” said Charles. “I'll 6. you to a del%mous breakfast.” But
his cheerfulness 7. away when he saw Tony’s pale face and his

frightened eyes. Charles was 8. ____ enough to realise that some-
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They said:

°
This ideally situated estate, comprising
six acres of excellent building land,
is to be developed with high class
modern residences
by Sutch and Martin, limited,
of Newbury, Berks.

(After “Watership Down” by Richard Adams)

" In what season is the story laid? At what time? What details does the

author use to describe the scene of action?

. In what way are the two rabbit friends different? What problem did

they have because they were only one year old?

. What do you think Fiver meant when he said that something worried

him? What could it be? i b e s

_ What did Hazel notice near the fence? What kind of threat for the
rabbits’ future could this new object mean?

. Would you like to read the novel “Watership Down”? Why? Why

not? 3
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12

joi i rganizations. Disc
You and your friend want to join one of ec.olo.glcal org us§ whic,
one is the best to join. Consider the following:
« the aims of this organization

ow effective its activity is
: 1};1 which organization you can make yourselves most useful

You have to choose only one option.
Discuss in groups the importance of such organizations that were mentioneq in
ex. 9. Say:

if their work helps to change people’s indifference to animg

cruelty; 3 o
what impact their work has on public opinion and government

(corporations’) decisions;
o if they are likely to win supporters and followers around the world,
Natural disasters cannot be controlled by people.
Earthquakes and volcano eruptions are among
them. Read the text, complete it with the phras-
es below and offer your own title to it.

a) for the destruction they cause
b) account for less than 1%

c) on average

d) to be extinct

e) 163 villages were wiped out
f) on the floor of the ocean

g) a mountain throwing out ash
h) more than 600

i) to be active

The popular image of a volcano is of 1. ., steam, fire and
molten rock from a crater in the top, often with explosive violence.
Such volcanoes do indeed exist, but they 2. _ of the world’s
volcanic activity. The bulk of the Earth’s volcanism occurs unseen

Volcanoes that have ceased to erupt are said 4. . Other
volganoes that have been quiet for a long time but thathmay erupt
again are described as dormant, while those that have erupted in
historic times are said 5. ___. Volcanoes are notorious 6.

When in 1669 Etna in Sicily, ltaly, erupted 20,000 people were
kl!led, and lava reached the city of Catania, 28 km from the sum-
mit. Another tragic example is the eruption of Krakatau in Indonesja
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in 1883 when 7. ; and 36,380 people were killed by the giant
wave caused by this volcanic eruption, the greatest one ever recorded.

There are 8. active volcanoes on Earth. Indonesia alone
has about 160 and Iceland has about 200 active volcanoes. 9
between 20-30 volcanoes erupt each year, i

]

14. A. Prepare a short talk on volcanoes. Mention the following:

o typ.es of volf:anoes (concerning their activity) existing nowadays,
their approximate number and their locations

¢ notorious volcano eruptions in history

e consequences of volcano eruptions and measures that can be taken
against the danger

B. Decide whose talk was more interesting, more detailed, better illustrated by
examples.

15. Read the text and offer your own title to it, then answer the questions after
the text.

The text you’re going to read comes from a Jamous novel by
an English writer Richard Adams, a remarkable tale of exile and
survival, of heroism and friendship. The main characters of the
story are rabbits, but this fact doesn’t make the book less true-
fo-life as the rabbits have very human features and very real
problems to solve. Richard Adams’ novel was first published in
1972 and soon became a bestseller. It is one of the books that
make you laugh out loud and cry and think. To make the book
more convincing the author supplies it with maps, footnotes and
a glossary of “rabbits’ language”.

The primroses were over. Toward the edge of the wood, where the
ground became open, only a few fading patches of pale yellow still showed
among the oak-tree roots. On the other side of the fence, the upper part
of the field was full of rabbit holes. A hundred yards away, at the bottom
of the slope, ran the brook, no more than three feet wide.

The May sunset was red in clouds, and there was still half an hour
to twilight. The dry slope was dotted with rabbits —some nibbling at the
thin grass near their holes, others looking for dandelions or perhaps a
cowslip that the rest had missed. _

At the top of the bank, close to the wild cherry where the blackbird
sang, two rabbits were sitting side by side. Soon, the larger of the two
came out of the bushes and ran up into the field. A few moments later

the other followed. 2
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The first rabbit stopped in a sunny patch
and scratched his ear with rapid movementg
of his hind leg. Although he was a yearling
and still below full weight, he had mnot the
scared look of younger rabbits. He looked ag
though he knew how to take care of himself
There was a shrewd, buoyant air about him as

he sat up, looked around and rubbed both front paws over his nose. Ag
soon as he was satisfied that all was well, he laid back his ears and set to
work on the grass.

His companion seemed less at ease. He was small, with wide, staring
eyes and a way of raising and turning his head which suggested a kind
of nervous tension. His nose moved continually, and when a bumblebee
flew humming to a thistle-bloom behind him, he jumped and spun round
with a start.

The small rabbit came closer to his companion.

“Let’s go a bit further, Hazel,” he said. “You know, there’s something
queer about the warren this evening, although I can’t tell exactly what it is,
Shall we go down to the brook?”

“All right, Fiver!,” answered Hazel, “and you can find me a cowslip,
If you can’t find one, no one can.”

He led the way down the slope, his shadow stretching behind him
on the grass. They reached the brook and began nibbling and searching.

It was not long before Fiver found what they were looking for.
Cowslips are a delicacy among rabbits, and as a rule there are very few left

by late May in the neighbourhood of even a small warren. They were just
starting on it when two larger rabbits came running across from the other
side of the nearby cattle wade.

“Cowslip?” said one. “All right — just leave it to us. Come on, hurry
up,” he added, as Fiver hesitated. “You heard me, didn’t you?”

“Fiver found it, Toadflax,” said Hazel. i

“And we’ll eat it,” replied Toadflax. “Cowslips are for older
rabbits — don’t you know that? If you don’t, we can easily teach you.”
Fiver had already turned away. Hazel caught him up by the culvert.
“I'm sick and tired of it,” he said, “It’s the same all the time. I'll
tell you, if I live another year, I’ll treat younger rabbits with a bit of
decency.” - WS S0eR Ay B
“Well, you can at least expect to grow older,” answered Fiver,
el s o ofly e

i e

> b sl ¥4
' The rabbit was called “Fiver” because he was the last and the sm est rabbit in
the litter. As rabbits can count up to four, any number above four “a lot”. So
“Fiver” means “one of a lot”, e DB
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“You don’t suppose I’l] |
said Hazel. “But to tell you the i?’ﬁfhy?usc:;;g?rlf aff‘ter yourselfymiyonti
this warren altogether. Still, let’s forge,t i es feel like clearing out of
I tell you what —shall we go across t
and we can have a bit of peace. Unle

“No, it’s safe enough,” he answered.
anything dangerous, I’ll tell you. But it’s not ex
feel about the place. It’s — oh, I don’t know
thunder: I can’t tell what; but it worries me.
with you.”

They ran over the culvert. The grass was wet and thick near the
stream and they made their way up the opposite slope, looking for drier
ground. Suddenly Hazel stopped, staring.

“Fiver, what’s that? Look!”

A little way in front of them, the ground had been freshly disturbed.
Two piles of earth lay on the grass. Heavy posts, reeking of creosote! and
paint, towered up as high as the holly trees in the hedge, and the board
they carried threw a long shadow across the top of the field. Near one of
the posts, a hammer and a few nails had been left behind.

The two rabbits went up to the board at a hopping run and crouched
in a patch of nettles, wrinkling their noses at the smell of a dead cigarette
end somewhere in the grass. Suddenly Fiver shivered and cowered down.

“Oh, Hazel! This is where it comes from! I know now — something
very bad! Some terrible thing — coming closer and closer. Oh, Hazel, look!
The field! It’s covered with blood!”

“Don’t be silly, it’s only the light of the sunset. Fiver, come on,
don’t talk like this, you’re frightening me!”

Fiver sat trembling and crying among the nettles as Hazel tried to
reassure him and to find out what it could be that had suddenly driven
him beside himself. If he was terrified, why did he not run for safety, as
any sensible rabbit would? But Fiver could not explain and only grew more
and more distressed. At last Hazel got him back home and had almost to
push him down the hole. | .

The sun set behind the opposite slope. The wind turned colder, with
a scatter of rain, and in less than an hour it was dark. All ,coloyr had fa_ded
from the sky: and although the big board creaked slightly in the night
wind, there was no passerby to read the sharp, hard letters that cut ;tra1ght

as black knives across its white surface. i Y
M ks
! creosote  [‘kri:asout] — Kpeo3oT, MacusHUCTas KeIToBaTas XKMAKOCTb C ?mmx_ A
ApeBecHoro 1érrs. TIpHmerseTcA /UIs TIpeNOTBPAIIEHHs THUEHUS M3IeNuit M3 Jpe-
BECHHBI. o

“If T start feeling there’s
actly danger that I seem to
— something oppressive, like
All the same, T’ll come across
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16. Look at the pi
: Pictures and finq
captions for these pie:turesncI o the text. (o, 15) the words that might
i3 serve as

17. Findin the text (ex. 15) equivalents for the following:

1) a small piece of ground

2) covered as if with dots

3) to eat with very small bites

4) an animal between one and two years old

5) having an ability to recover quickly from disappointment

6) to make a continuous low sound like buzzing

7) a place where there are a lot of rabbit holes in which they live

8) something good to eat, usually rare and expensive

9) a place where one can walk across the stream

10) a pipe for waste water that passes under a road or a railway line
11) a thick brown strong-smelling oily liquid used for preserving wood
12) to jump Sy ;

13) to lower the body closer to the ground

14) to bend low and more back because of fear

15) to make the sound of a badly-oiled door when it opens

18. A. Work in small groups and make up the ‘end of the ﬂory-gbout Hazel and
Fiver. Think of how they managed to survive and rescue the others.
B. Say what you know about the animals natural habitats destruction and how
serious the problem is in the place where you live. Ask'you’f parents to help if

necessary. (&5 ; {
whdn (e
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Vocabulary

19. A. Learn to use the new words.

1. board (n): 1) a flat piece of wood. Boards had been naileg
across the broken window. 2) a flat piece of wood used for
special purposes. A noticeboard, a chessboard. He put the
bread on the board and began to slice it. The train statiop
has an electronic board showing all departure times. 3) the
most important people in a company who make decisions,
She has recently been appointed to the board of directors,
4) meals provided for you when you stay at a hotel or live at
another person’s house. The inn provided board and lodging.

2. decency [‘disnsi] (n): behaviour that is normal, good or reason-
able. No one with any sense of decency can ignore their
request for help. Common decency. It is common decency to
phone and say you’re going to be late. To have the decency
to do sth. Have the decency to admit that you’re wrong.

3. distress [di'stres] (v): to make someone feel very unhappy, wor-
ried or upset. It distresses him to think that he can’t change
anything.

4. disturb [dr'st3:b] (v): to interrupt someone and stop them from
continuing what they were doing. I didn’t want to disturb you
in the middle of a meeting.

5. fade [ferd] (v): 1) gradually to become less clear, noticeable up
to final disappearance. The laughter faded when they saw
Kate’s face. They heard footsteps go past the room, then
fade into the distance. If the light fades, it gets dark.
2) gradually to become or make paler, weaker. The sun has
Jfaded the red curtains. Hopes that he will be found alive
are fading. The flowers in the vase are beginning to fade.

6. hesitate ['heztert] (v): to pause before doing sth. The girl hesitated a
moment, then knocked on the door. Julia was hesitating between
a cup of coffee and orange juice. I didn’t hesitate about work-
ing vfith George. He stood hesitating over whether to join them.

7. oppressive [o'presiv] (adj): 1) cruel, unjust. Oppressive forces, an
oppressive government. 2) with no wind and very hot, as if there is
about to be a storm. We’ve had really oppressive weather today.

8. rub [rab] (v): to press and move your hands or an object over a

o surface. The boy rubbed the magic lamp and a genie ap-




